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Springfield Area Emmaus

A Message from your Community Lay Director
I invite all those brothers and sisters who took their walk in the 1990’s to the Christmas
Concert in December. We have missed many of you and would like to see you (and hug you)
December 13.
I invite all those who took their walk in this century to come to the Christmas Praise
gathering. You may get to see some those from the last century. Ant that includes some of the
great voices we love to hear and maybe heard on your week-end.
Next, I invite all your family and your neighbors and your Sunday school class and those
you work with to the December 13 Christmas Praise Concert at 7 pm. My problem is that I
don’t know many of those people, so, please do me a favor. You invite them! Ben Webster has
put together a great program for us. You and all your guest will not be disappointed. And
please bring your candles or a small light with you that will be part of the program. (We should
always let our little light shine!) Bring your candle.
Please use this Christmas Concert as a tool to invite others, to a great evening. To all in
the Springfield community, we need applications. You enjoyed your weekend and now it the
time to share it. The Christmas Concert is an opportunity to share and not scare anyone.
The Bill Gaither Christmas Praise Gathering will cost you between 35-60 dollars a seat.
The Ben Webster Christmas Praise Concert is well worth that, but, admission is FREE! And
it’s better! Share that thought and we will fill the balcony.

Our goal is to fill the church 7 pm December 13.
Our goal is to have a Women’s Walk April 14-17.
Our goal is to have a Men’s Walk June 16-19.
Our goal is to have women’s walk Sept 22-25.
Our goal is to have a Men’s Walk November 17-20.
Our goal is to walk with the Lord on all our 4th days.
Let’s celebrate! Let’s be joyfull! The cross is empty! The grave is empty! Jesus is alive!
Let’s celebrate together! I have missed you! See you December 13 at 7 pm! Love you all!
Pinky Pendleton
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About my 4th Days

Hi, my name is Verna Reed. I attended the Springfield Area Emmaus Women’s Walk #46. It was the greatest
experience of my life. At least that’s what I thought, until I sponsored my mother on her walk.
Her name is Betty Reed and she attended Walk #70. God blessed me with the opportunity to be selected to
serve on the live in Team for her Walk. My mother didn’t know I was on the Team. For years I tried to get her to attend
without success. But I had her to sign her application by putting it in with some papers I needed her to sign for another
organization we both belong to. GOT CHA!! Is all I could think of.
When the call came to her about the Walk, she confronted me. I told her when she had signed the application
and told her, “I think God is trying to tell you something.” Her response was, “He hasn’t said a word to me.” I said,
“Maybe if you go on the Walk you will hear what He is saying.” She finally consented to go.
I had a couple of good friends of mine to pick her up and get her to the church. I had told
her I had to work and would see her after her Walk. Told her to have an open mind and spirit and
to let God have His Way.
When the Team went down to the dining hall where the Sponsors and their Pilgrims were,
I found her sitting with my friends. I walked up behind her and said “Hi Mom.” She turned
around and saw I had on a badge like hers and said “Hey what you doing with a badge on like
mine? Are you going on this Walk too?” I told her I am on this Team. Only response she had was
“Good I can sit with you. I don’t know any of these people.” We worked that part out and the
Spirit started to work.
Watching my mother go through her Walk was the Greatest Reward I could ever have. Watching the Holy Spirit
chance her facial expressions, her opening up with strangers, her tears of release from worries, her expressions of joy in
her relationship with God and her developing new lifetime relationships with new Sisters in Christ was absolutely
overwhelming.
I am so, so thankful to my Heavenly Father for giving me the chance to watch her go through that transition of
Faith and Joy. There is nothing that can ever take that from me. Even though my mother and I have always been close,
the Walk brought us even closer together. Not only in our family relationship, but also our Spiritual life as well. Thank
You Lord.
DeColores!
Matthew 25: 35

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
We often become so focused on those things in front of us that we fail to see the least,
the last, and the lost in our periphery. They blend into the scenery and they are easily
overlooked. It is like only seeing the decorations while ignoring the burned out, darkened
lights. I am guilty.
Fortunately, our Risen Lord and Savior can see what no one else can see. He sees the
hungry, the thirsty, the naked, and the imprisoned. Yet He wants our help to participate in His
ministry here on earth. He needs us to be His willing hands and feet. Will you do your part for
the Kingdom?
Matthew 25:40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Declores, Dwight Dobbins
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It was an honor to be a part of Kairos 43 @ Ohio Reformatory for Woman, The residents come
in the Chapel Thursday, not smiling with arms crossed. Friday little more excited, Saturday is
Forgiveness Ceremony. Sunday at closing they are smiling, hugging and sharing their
gratitude. Some of the women have no contact with their families, feeling hopeless, full of
shame and guilt. Cookies and food are the agape used. If you would attend one closing, you
can feel the love of Jesus in that room. Kairos has a monthly gathering also. Surely the
presents of God is in that place. The next walk for ladies is in April.
DeColores, Ellen Morgan c/c kairos@orw.com
I can’t believe how fast time “flies”. As I have sat back and thought about 2015, I stand
amazed at all of the blessings that God has poured out on me and my family. It just seems like a
couple of weeks ago (back in July), when our family went on a week’s vacation to Virginia Beach.
Now here we are thinking about Thanksgiving plans and the fact that Christmas is almost upon us.
WOW!! It just doesn’t seem possible yet. But here we are.
When I accepted the nomination and the vote to be the community’s “Music Director” in the
summer of 2014 I really had no idea what to expect. I had no idea what to do! So God and I had a
talk. I spent a lot of time in prayer and talking with God about what to do and how to do it. And
now, here we are. Music has always been a very strong part of the Emmaus weekend. As I think
back on my walk, I remember songs that touched me at different times. I remember singing songs that
we just laughed and acted “goofy” while singing them, and I remember songs that we sang that
brought me to tears at just the right time, those times when God wanted to get a hold of me the
most. What do you remember about the songs you sang on your walk?
I believe that music is the key to the soul. I believe that music softens the soul to allow the
Holy Spirit to touch us and to let us feel God’s love and Grace. I also believe that music
strengthens us and allows us to be victorious as we continue on our fourth day. Remember the story
of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho? Music was used to help to “tear down the walls” of Jericho.
We can also use music in our daily lives to help “tear down walls”. Once we tear down those
walls, is when we can use music to worship our King and Savior.
I am extremely excited about the December Gathering. It is going to be a wonderful evening of
Praise and Worship. We have several talented singers lined up to share their gifts and abilities with
the community. If you haven’t attended a Gathering in a while, this may be the month you want to
start. As Pinky said during the last gathering, “this is a non-threatening gathering”. What did he
mean when he said that? I believe he meant that if there was ever a gathering to invite someone to
it is this one. We are going to have fun! We are going to praise, and we are going to give thanks
for all that God has done for us. Think about how many people you attended a Walk with that
don’t attend the gatherings anymore. Do you still have your list of names and phone numbers? Give
someone a call and invite them to the December gathering. Do you have a prospective pilgrim that
you’ve been wanting to invite to attend a Walk? Give them a call and invite them to the December
gathering.
We all are called to be Christ’s hands and feet, and the December praise gathering is a great
opportunity to have a chance to be just that…..Christ’s hands and feet.
See you in December and De Colores!
Ben Webster
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December 13, 2015 will be a Praise Gathering at 7 pm
2016 Gathering Dates start at 7pm
January 10
March 13
May 15
July 10
September 11
November 13

February 14
April 10
June 12
August 14
October 9
December 11

Springfield Area Emmaus
230 E. High Street
Springfield, OH 45505

Time Sensitive Material
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